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College men, one of whom was Isaac Butt; and Butt was
editor when the first number of " Lorrequer " appeared in
February 1837.
Gerald Griffin's career was finished; Banim was
broken in health; but Carleton, in the height of his powers,
was at the same time contributing to this DubHn equivalent
of Blackwood. Lever, still anonymous, began to find
" Harry Lorrequer " much talked of; also, he began to feel
life at Portstewart tedious. In 1837 he took the step of
transferring himself with his wife and children to Brussels,
where he could count on backing from Sir Hamilton
Seymour, who had been Casdereagh's private secretary,
and was then Minister at Brussels. And since the Minister
long afterwards described Charles Lever as " one of the
most agreeable among the four or five most agreeable men
he ever fell in with," and wondered whether he did not
" shine even more in conversation than in writing," it is
certain that this young Irish doctor had, socially speaking,
a brilliant life in Brussels.
Meanwhile " Lorrequer " went on, not planned as a
continuous story, but simply as a number of scenes in the
life of an exuberant young English subaltern, whose regi-
mental duty had brought him to Ireland, and who had been
captured by the humours and adventures of that country.
It did not even appear regularly, and the last instalment was
published early in 1840. But the same number announced
that in the next would be found the beginning of" Charles
O'Malley, the Irish Dragoon," by "Harry Lorrequer," who
was now recognized as indispensable to the magazine.
Not the diversions of a soldier in peace time but war was
now the theme ; and the Peninsular campaign, on which
Lever had embarked his hero, offered splendid material
He carried the same rattling spirits into serious narrative
as into broad farce, and his popularity was established while
he was still anonymous. The author's name was not dis-